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Should we look to the Government for a remedy for this?
Will a cure for these customs be found when we have swaraj; is
it not, rather, that swaraj will never come till we find a cure for

them?

There is, of course, one easy remedy. The educated classes
should, in a spirit of humble service, go into villages and study
the condition of the people. In doing so, many will fall ill and
many will die. We shall find the remedy when we have learnt
to bear all this. It is only then that the people will understand
and adopt the remedy that has been found. I certainly believe it
will be difficult, if not impossible, to convince people with argu-
ments addressed to their reason. The people will understand only
through their heart, and they alone can speak through their
hearts who have won the people's confidence through service,
love and sacrifice. We shall find it written on every page of the
history of the world, and especially of the history of India, that
the people are guided by their emotions and that reason is help-
less before them. May it be that the heart always takes prece-
dence over reason? Can it be that where reason is not purified by
the Ganga, the heart is unavailing? Ravana's reason, being un-
touched by the heart, was of no service to him despite its com-
mand of magic, whereas Rama's, purified by the sacred influences
of the heart, easily remained invincible.

The Deshbandhu says that there can be no swaraj unless the
villages are properly organized. Others too say the same thing,
My experiences in Bengal also teach this very lesson, that till
we enter the villages we shall never know India.

[From GujaratiJ
Nwajivan, 31-5-1925

99.   SPINNING IN BENGAL

The first lap of my tour of Bengal has concluded without any
mishap. I say "without mishap" because many of my friends had
doubts whether my health would be able to stand its strain.
What I saw in Bengal has surpassed my expectations and inspires
hope for the future. There are big zamindars here who spin
along with members of their families. Here I saw in Dinajpur and
other places zamindars, lawyers, barristers, untouchables, Hindus
and Muslims, all sitting together in big meetings and spinning.
I saw here in Bengal hundreds of well-to-do men and women
spinning beautifully. They do not spin daily, but the very fact